
Psyc 8102: Research Methodologies in Behavioral Sciences  

 

This syllabus contains the policies and expectations established for this course. Please read the 

entire syllabus carefully before continuing in this course. These policies and expectations are 

intended to create a productive learning atmosphere for all students. Unless you are prepared to 

abide by these policies and expectations, you risk losing the opportunity to participate further in 

the course.  

 

Instructor  

Charlie L. Reeve, Ph.D.  

Associate Professor of Health Psychology  

Health Psychology Program  

University of North Carolina at Charlotte  

9201 University City Boulevard  

Charlotte, NC 282230001 c 

lreeve@uncc.edu  

704.687.4748  

Office Hours: Tuesday, Thursday 9:30am to 10:30am, or by appt.  

 

TA  

Emalee Weidemann  

Doctoral Candidate Health Psychology Program  

University of North Carolina at Charlotte  

9201 University City Boulevard  

Charlotte, NC 282230001 

eweidema@uncc.edu  

Office hours: Wednesday 12 pm, & Friday 1011 am.  

 

Course Overview  

This interdisciplinary course provides a broad overview of the major research methodologies and 

methodological considerations in the behavioral sciences. Using examples drawn from the 

literature, the course focuses on general principles and perspectives of social science research. 

Topics include foundational concepts across the behavioral sciences (e.g., ethics, sampling, 

measurement, logic of hypothesis testing, etc.), and the evaluation of specific methodologies 

(e.g., experimentation, observation, survey, archival, epidemiological/ecological designs). 

Practical research considerations are also covered (e.g., basics of APA writing, IRB process and 

forms, data management and data cleaning, development of experimental protocols, etc).  

 

Pedagogical Objectives  

• Be conversant in the basic principles and concepts dealing with sampling and measurement.  

• Gain general understanding (including advantages and limitations) of the major research 

strategies in the behavior sciences.  

• Be able to integrate various methods to effectively investigate research questions.  

• Be able to evaluate the appropriateness of conclusions and identify limitations of published 

research given the methodologies used.  



• Develop basic research skills such as data management, scientific writing and handling local 

IRB procedures.  

 

Course Format  

This course will involve a combination of discussion, lecture, student presentations, assignments 

(e.g. research proposals, IRB protocols, etc), and other activities deemed appropriate by the 

instructor. Students are expected to be prepared to actively engage in class each day. Unless you 

are prepared to abide by these policies and expectations, you risk losing the opportunity to 

participate further in the course. There is no official lab component for this class. The TA will 

hold office hours; it is strongly recommended that you attend TA office hours if at all possible.  

 

Course Materials  

 

Required text book: Singleton, R. & Straits, B.C. (2009). Approaches to Social Research (5th 

Edition). New York: Oxford University Press.  

 

Required Readings: Each week, a set of additional readings will be posted on Moodle. All 

readings are to be completed prior to class. Students should be prepared to discuss the readings at 

a level consistent with normal standards for doctoral level courses.  

 

Moodle: This course will use the Moodle online system to support our teaching and learning 

goals. All announcements, updates, additional reading materials and assignments will be posted 

on Moodle. Students are responsible for downloading and printing any materials posted and 

bringing those materials to class; paper copies will not be provided in class. Students are 

responsible for being up to date with postings on Moodle. Most assignments will be submitted 

via uploading to Moodle. To access Moodle, use your NinerNet username and password at 

http://moodle.uncc.edu. If you need technical assistance for any reason, submit an online request 

via HelpDesk Online at http://helpdesk.uncc.edu or contact the Student Computing Help Center 

at (704) 6876400.  

 

Tentative Course Outline  

Part 1: Conceptual Foundations  

1. Perspectives on the “science” of social science  

2. Theory & Elements of Research Design and Hypothesis Testing  

3. Basic Measurement: Principles and Concepts  

4. Sampling  

 

Part II: Methodological Approaches  

5. Experimental & QuasiExperimental Design  

6. Questionnaire & Survey Research  

7. Archival Research  

8. Field Research  

9. Epidemiological Research  

 

Part 1II: Practical Foundations  

10. Ethics & Navigating IRB at UNCC  



11. Writing & Publishing as part of the Scientific Process  

12. Basic Data Management: Coding, Entry, Cleaning, Handling & Documenting  

 

 

Student Evaluation  

Final grades: Final grades are based on the proportion of total points earned from all evaluations 

using the following scale: A > 90%; B > 80%; C > 70%; U < 70%.  

 

Exams: It is anticipated that there will be two exams (e.g., a midterm and a final). Each exam 

will be essay format. Students are obligated by the UNCC academic integrity code to complete 

exams without help from others. Arrangements for alternative examination dates or times must 

be made at least 48 hours in advance of the posted time. Posthoc makeup exams are not 

allowed. If you miss an exam, your grade will be a „0‟ for that exam. In total, exams make up 

50% of the potential points for this course.  

 

Assignments: A number of written assignments will be given out during the semester (they will 

be announced in class, and distributed via Moodle as indicated above). In addition, one large 

written assignment (“term paper”) will be given out during the semester. In total, written 

assignments make up 40% of the potential points for this course.  

 

Participation: I do not give points for simply being in attendance. However, active and 

constructive participation is part of your grade. Thus, you need to be in attendance to participate. 

This grade is based on my evaluation of the quality of your constructive contribution to the 

class. Participation makes up 10% of your final grade.  

 

Additional Course Policies  

 

Personal Conduct  

I will conduct this class in an atmosphere of mutual respect, with emphasis on honest, open 

intellectual debate, logical analysis, and empirical argumentation. I encourage your active 

participation in class discussions. The analysis and critique of ideas is encouraged and welcome. 

The orderly questioning of the ideas of others, including mine, is similarly welcome. However, I 

will exercise my responsibility to manage the discussions so that ideas and argument can proceed 

in an orderly fashion. You should expect that if your conduct during class discussions seriously 

disrupts the atmosphere of mutual respect I expect in this class, you will not be permitted to 

participate further.  

 

Revisions to Syllabus  

The standards and requirements set forth in this syllabus may be modified at any time by the 

course instructor. Notice of such changes will be by announcement in class [or by email notice] 

and will be posted on the Moodle course page.  

 

Instructor’s absence or tardiness  

If I am late in arriving to class, you must wait a full 20 minutes after the start of class before you 

may leave without being counted absent, or you must follow any written instructions I may give 

you about my anticipated tardiness.  



 

Disability accommodations  

Students in this course seeking accommodations to disabilities must first consult with the Office 

of Disability Services and follow the instructions of that office for obtaining accommodations.  

 

Academic integrity violations  

All students are required to read and abide by the Code of Student Academic Integrity. 

Violations of the Code of Student Academic Integrity, including plagiarism, will result in 

disciplinary action as provided in the Code. Definitions and examples of plagiarism are set forth 

in the Code. The Code is available online at: http://www.legal.uncc.edu/policies/ps105.html 

  

As a condition of taking this course, all required papers may be subject to submission for textual 

similarity review to Turnitin.com for the detection of plagiarism. Any submitted papers will be 

included as source documents in the Turnitin.com reference database solely for the purpose of 

detecting plagiarism of such papers. No student papers will be submitted to Turnitin.com without 

a student‟s written consent and permission. If a student does not provide such written consent 

and permission, the instructor may: (i) require an additional essay to be written in a proctored 

setting, and/or (ii) require the cover page and first cited page of each reference source to be 

photocopied and submitted with the final paper.  

 

Mobile communication devices  

The use of cell phones, smart phones, or other mobile communication devices is disruptive, and 

is therefore prohibited during class. Except in emergencies, those using such devices must leave 

the classroom for the remainder of the class period.  

 

Computer Usage during Class  

Students are permitted to use computers during class for notetaking and other classrelated work 

only. Those using computers during class for work not related to that class must leave the 

classroom for the remainder of the class period.  

 

http://www.legal.uncc.edu/policies/ps105.html

